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RUNNING HEAD: PATHWAYS TO SAFER OPIOID USE  


























Pathways to Safer Opioid Use
	According to the National Institute of Health, 128 people in the US passed away after overdosing on opioids. In the same statistics, about 21 to 29 percent of individuals prescribed opioids for pain abuse them. From those about 8-12 percent of people develop an addiction to opioids (NIH, 2020).  
This was an unfortunate case simulation, however, one that is real in our society today. James Parker is the typical poster child for opioid abuse and addiction. In the simulation James Parker becomes addicted to pain medication because of a back injury related to his work. Since Mr. Parkers chronic pain interfered in his daily life he had to turn to pain medication to be able to go about his daily life. Unfortunately, this brought about an addiction problem intertwined with depression. In this simulation, there were missed chances by multiple health care providers to properly assess and address the patient’s main problem. The patient as we could tell was silently pleading for help, even though he was not asking questions when asked if he had questions. The simulation brought up a good point in that a lot of times drug seekers and those with chronic pain show the same signs when the chronic pain patients really do need the pain management to be able to go about their daily life. In addition, those with pain often times don’t even want to take the pain medications daily because of its side effects. Just like Parker mentioned to the doctor that he fell down because he was feeling drowsy from the opioids. The doctors instead of actually listening to what he was saying he went ahead and increased the dosage of his medication. 
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